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Rating and Its Significance 

 
This year’s Championships was host to four rated events: the U1600, U2000, U2400, and U2800 
singles events. For players who regularly participate in TTCAN sanctioned tournaments and 

maintain a Canadian ranking, they are eligible to participate in whichever event their rating happens 

to fall under.  

 

Rating events give participants a chance to play with competitors who are roughly equally matched. 

Arguably, ratings are a fairly accurate indicator of a player’s skill level relative to his or her peers.  
 

They are also a prime time for players to boost their rating. As much as skill and luck, a player’s rank 
plays a vital role in determining their fate at tournaments—particularly during the main knockout 

draw. Higher rated players are pitted against lower rated players, ostensibly giving the former an 

easier path to the podium.  

 

Ivy Bao (AB), who has a rating of just under 1400, is the bronze medalist of the U1600 event. A 

Junior player who recently won bronze in the Cadet 15 Teams event with her Albertan teammates, 

Bao entered the U1600 event in an effort to encounter diverse technique and style, as well as 

improve her own versatility. 

 

“I wanted to play different players, not just people of my gender [and age]. I wanted to play the 

[men] because their playing style is so different and gain more experience from playing them.”  
 

Her semi finalist opponent, Ho Peng Sieu (QC) boasts a rating just short of 1600 as the first seed. He 

acknowledges the strength of both Bao and her peers, but ultimately takes a calm approach to 

competition. “I compete for fun. I play whatever is available for me.”  
 

Minutes before his finals match was due to begin, on his prospects for winning the gold medal, Sieu 

remarked, “I’ll try my best.” He says in lieu of conscientiously preparing for matches, he instead just 
“plays for fun” beforehand.  
 

Both Bao and Sieu enjoy the inclusiveness of rating events that allow players of different genders 

and ages to cross paths. “I think it is important to have rating events in tournaments,” says Bao. 
“[That way] I can play [all sorts of] people.”  
 

Day 2 will conclude with the matches for the Men’s Singles event round robin groups. And as the 

2018 Canadian Championships comes to a close, spectators and supporters will eagerly anticipate 

Sunday’s events, which include the U21 singles categories and the highly esteemed Men’s and 
Women’s singles events.  


