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    TABLE TENNIS TENNIS DE TABLE 

 
Special Meeting of the Board of Directors - (By ZOOM) 

Monday, 16 May 2022, 7:30 pm (EDT - Ottawa time) 

 
This meeting was specifically called to discuss the 2022 Canadian Championships to be 
held on 5-10 July 2022 in Mississauga, ON. 
 

MINUTES 
1. Roll Call 

In attendance: 

Najam Chishti Vice President   
Thorsten Gohl Vice President 
Peter Isherwood Athlete Representative 
Chandra Madhosingh Vice President   
Adham Sharara Chair & President 
 
Invited to attend:  

Marles Martins Technical Development Manager 
Melanie Ostashek Operations Manager 
Dejan Papic High Performance Consultant 
 
Absent with reason: 

Rob Chan Vice President  
Attila Mosonyi  Vice President 
 

2. 2022 Canadian Championships 

• The 2022 Canadian Championships draft “prospectus” was prepared based on the number of 
tables available and input from the OTTA. The venue is a table tennis club. I had recommended 
the use of York University, which has excellent facilities, including accommodation and meals. 
Unfortunately, the cost was prohibitive for the OTTA. 

• The draft prospectus was sent to all provincial/territorial associations for input and the TTCAN 
Board was copied. Some input was received from a few provinces mainly asking for clarification 
on certain items within the prospectus. No objections were received from anyone regarding the 
venue. 

• The main issue raised by a couple of provinces was the format of the Team Events (Olympic 
style – 3 players). It was highly recommended that we use the Corbillion style (2-4 players) for 
the teams. The president surveyed the provinces/territories, and the majority agreed except for 
one province. Therefore, the Corbillion style was adopted. 

• After the final Prospectus for the 2022 Championships was circulated, one Board member 
objected at the hosting of the Championships in a Club. This objection was supported by another 
Board member. 

• No objections were received regarding the venue from the member associations. However, one 
letter was received from Manitoba criticizing the member associations for not responding to 
communications from the Board or the TTCAN staff and questioning the use of a club as a venue. 
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• The President expressed his disappointment at the level of the recent Canadian Championships 
in 2019, 2021 and 2022. No championship was held in 2020 due to the pandemic. Also, a reduced 
championship was held in 2021 due to the pandemic. The event was held in a sport centre and 
hosted by the “Laval Reflexe TT Club”. They did an excellent job given the restrictions in place 
due to Covid. 

• The President’s vision of the Championships is a “marquis” event at which all provinces and 
territories participate as the annual gathering of our table tennis family. It should be staged in a 
Sports Centre or University using top class facilities and providing excellent services to the 
participants (venue, accommodation, transportation, meals, banquet, etc.) and supported by 
decent sponsorship. 

• It was hoped that future Championships will be staged at the highest standards and with 
participation of all TTCAN’s member associations. 

• Dejan Papic gave the Board the reasons for hosting the event in a club rather than a sports 
centre: 

- The OTTA was hoping to hold the Championships in a newly constructed  Gymnasium in 
Markham, but unfortunately it is not guaranteed that the Gym will be ready on time. This is 
an excellent venue for the future. 

- The OTTA also tried to follow the president’s recommendation regarding ahigh standard 
venue. The cost of some of the centres, including a congress centre in Hamilton, was too 
expensive and far exceeded the budget for the event (average $7,000 per day). 

- The only remining economical option was the Club in Mississauga as it already has all that 
is needed for the event including the sports floor. 

- The other reason to hold this event in a club, is to help the club financially after the pandemic. 
This way the rent payment remains within table tennis. 

- Dejan also mentioned that in November 2021 the OTTA president had sent a message to 
the TTCAN President and the President of the member’s council indicating that due to costs 
and unavailability of sports centers, the event would be held in one of two clubs in the GTA. 

- In this post-lockdown period, the availability and flexibility of dates is only possible with TT 
clubs. 

- Many successful events were organized in this club over the last 10 years. 

- Dejan agreed that the standard of the club is not the best for the Championships, however, 
this is the reality regarding finances (affordability) and type of Championships we have 
(unlimited entries). 

• The president indicated that in the future to sell the Canadian Championships to a sponsor it 
needs much higher standards and a better venue. However, the current circumstances are 
understood. 

• Thorsten Gohl questioned the court size at the venue, and also questioned the quality of the 
washrooms and changing rooms. Dejan Papic responded that the court size will be according to 
regulations based on 12 competition tables. He also indicated that there are no issues with the 
washrooms. 

• Najam Chishti asked if it is already decided that the event will be held in the Club in Mississauga. 
It was confirmed that at this stage it would be impossible to change the venue. 

3. 2023 Canadian Championships  

• The current combined championships are too complex to fit in 6 days and offer all events. 
• For the future (2023 and beyond), the member associations must decide the “type” of Canadian 

Championships that they wish to have, taking into consideration all aspects and to be ready to 
bid for the event. It does not help to select a type of Championships, and no one bids. As a 
reminder, the 2019 (ON), 2021 (QC) and 2022 (ON) were held in the two largest provinces.  

• The President indicated that his own preference based on experience and based on his future 
vision (sponsorship) is to separate the Championships with the juniors in the summer (5 days) 



 

 3 

and the Seniors during a weekend at another time (3 days). He mentioned this option in the 2019 
AGM, but the response was that it would be too expensive. The president gave some examples 
on how this could be done without extra expense, which is mainly for the U19 players and the 
coaches. One example is that to reduce travel each even could be held in opposite parts of the 
country, so that the cost is averaged out. There are also many other possibilities to make it work. 
However, this is a decision to be made by the members Council. 

• The Board will propose to the Members Council four (3) options for future Canadian 
Championships as follows: 

 
A) Separate Junior and Senior Championships (separate dates) 
B) Combined Championships with limited participation and limited events 
C) Combine Championships with provincial/territorial qualifications (quotas) with all events  

 
• One additional option was proposed to be included as a choice to provide more matches per 

player: 
 

D) Combined Championships with individual events only (singles and doubles), and separate 
Team events at another date and place. 

• The options will be sent in advance to the Members Council for consideration and decision at the 
AGM.  

• The Bid document is ready; however, it will be sent to the provinces/territories after the decision 
of the format of the Championships is made at the AGM. 

• One concerned was expressed that some of the members associations may decide the type of 
Canadian Championships but then they do not participate.  

• It was mentioned that a combined championship is expensive for the host, while split 
championships may be more expensive for the participants but more affordable to the host.  

• Najam Chishti explained that in PEI some municipalities are willing to provide venues at low cost, 
and it may be the same in some municipalities across Canada. Perhaps it is best to hold the 
event in smaller communities. 

• The Board unanimously agreed that for 2023 and beyond, the venue must be of high standard.  

• Marles Martins praised the venue in Summerside (2019 Juniors) that could host nationals, 
international events (North America), etc., and a hotel has been built next to the sport centre. 

• Dejan Papic explained that the format of the championships must offer as many matches as 
possible for the players. He also questioned if a province could enter more than one team per 
category in the team events at future Canadian Championships. Or to have the team events as 
a separate championship allowing more teams per province/territory to enter, and even accept 
entries from outside Canada (USA, etc.). 

• Thorsten Gohl indicated that he was skeptical that a survey of the member association would 
result in any positive change, he preferred that the members meet and discuss this matter further. 
He also suggested that the bid document be sent directly to cities across Canada to bid for the 
event. 

• The president responded that a meeting with the members would be a great step forward and a 
great option. He also reminded the Board that the main criticism from the members of the 
previous board is that the Board and Staff approached cities directly (Markham and Summerside) 
without the knowledge of the provincial associations (ON and PE). This was changed at the 2019 
AGM, where the bidding for the Championships was given to the member associations, then they 
in turn could find a city/municipality to host the event if they wished to do so, as was done in 2021 
(Laval). 

• It was agreed to have a meeting with the member associations to explain the point of view of the 
Board, and to explain the 4 options and consequences for each option. Then after the meeting 
the members must decide the options so that the adjusted prospectus can be sent out. It was 
also decided that regardless of the choice of option, then the host province/territory must be 
prepared to host the championships fully on their own, with of course the “technical” help from 
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TTCAN. The Members may also choose to give back the full responsibility for the Championships 
to the Board as was the case before 2019. 

• The president will contact Kevin Murphy (MC Chair) to arrange a meeting of the Members Council 
at which the President can provide the outcome of this Board meeting. 

4. Sport Canada Recovery Fund 2022-23 

• The Sport Canada recovery fund allocation for 2022-23 is expected to be much less than the 
amount applied. The President is in discussion with the Sport Canada Analyst (Consultant) to 
find some solutions.  

• This item will be addressed again at the Board’s next regular meeting on 2 June 2022. 

• A tentative Budget (Version 3) was presented for information only. Once the recovery fund 
amount is confirmed, the TTCAN 2022-23 Budget will have to be adjusted again.  

5. Adjournment 

• There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm EDT 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Meeting Chair, Adham Sharara 


