Safe players

Total co-operation, realising the needs
of young players emerging in Canada,
Eugene Wang and the national association
were of one accord.

“He has the passion to the maximum; in
that aspect he is to be congratulated, the
environment in Canada is that table tennis
is seen as a hobby not a professional sport
like ice hockey or basketball. He deserves
support”, stressed Eugene Wang. “In the
lower international tournaments, Jeremy
has made progress, he has been getting
close to some good results. I'm excited to
see that; I think he needs to take more
risks; he is too safe.”

Too safe! Watch any player in the world
and there are few safer than Eugene Wang!

“For myself to compete against world
class players, like Jeremy, I need to take
more risks, be really assertive at the big
moments”, he stressed. "I believe I have
the potential to go forward.”

It may appear a little late in his career
to suggest that he can climb higher, but
it is not out of the question. He has major
attributes in his favour.

Always he remains calm, focused,
unruffled, somewhat an introvert; the
opposite of Zhang Jike. He’s not going to
leap over the court surrounds and kiss the
podium top step in celebration or boot court
surrounds into smithereens after securing
the tournament winning point. Playing
he is most consistent, his game is built
on solid foundations, the career starting
in the city of Shijiazhuang, the capital of
Hebei province; by train about two hours
from Beijing West Railway Station. It is
where Canadian colleague, Zhang Mo and
Singapore’s Gao Ning emanate.

"I first played table tennis when I was six
years old, I went with my mother to her
company, she had a managerial position,
they had a table; I played at the table
tennis school for about five years before,
when 11 years old, joining the provincial
team, I played no other sports”, reminisced
Eugene Zhen. "I spent some eight years in
the provincial team before leaving in 2003;
I played in Qatar with Johnny Huang who
had earlier moved to Canada.”

Now there is a name to jog the memory;
amongst his many achievements, at the
1993 Men’s World Cup in Guangzhou he
finished in third place; to this day the
best ever by a player from the whole Pan
American continent.

Jeremy Hazin

"I arrived in Canada in 2004, Vancouver,
Johnny was there, I did some coaching;
there was no great reason why Canada,
I was 19 years old, no fear, I wanted to
travel, explore the world”, smiled Eugene
Wang. “Why not Canada?”

Knowledge

Certainly, he has made the country his
home; eventually travelling some 2,200
miles east to Ontario.

"I stayed in Vancouver until 2006; from
2006 to 2013 I was at the National Training
Centre in Ottawa”, continued Eugene
Wang. “From 2013 to 2018 I practised
in Saarbriicken, Germany alongside such
players as Tiago Apolonia and Bojan Tokic,

before returning to Canada to live in
Toronto.”
A table tennis education in China,

international exposure, the outcome, he
possesses immense knowledge.
“Now I think I have a better overall view

of the game, a better understanding and
reading of the game, through both playing
and coaching”, explained Eugene Wang.
“Also, because of my age a better mentality
which I can use to help myself; nowadays I
play with more variation, better placement
to make the opponent uncomfortable.”

Experienced, a fine player but it is his
caring nature, his concern for others that
stands out. It showed in the fact that he
stood aside to give Jeremy Hazin a golden
opportunity; it also shows in his attitude
towards humanity in general.

"I just wish this pandemic will go away
and that everyone in the whole world can
stay safe”, concluded Eugene Wang.

Quite simply the sentiment sums up his
character; there is not a hint of egotism or
arrogance, no suggestion of selfishness or
self-interest, he puts others first, a most
sincere concern for fellow man.

By stepping aside, Eugene Wang stands
tall.

Zhang Mo and Eugene Wang at the 2020 Olympic Games
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